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Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can describe the characters in a story (traits, motivations, feelings). (RL.3.3) 

I can use literary terms to describe parts of a story or poem (e.g., chapter, scene, stanza). (RL.3.5) 

I can write an opinion piece that supports a point of view with reasons. (W.3.1) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can describe a character from Peter Pan by creating a character analysis.  

• I can write an opinion about a character using evidence to support my opinion. 

• Lesson 7 Homework 
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Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening 

A. Sharing of Lesson 7 Homework (7 minutes) 

B. Unpacking the Learning Targets (3 minutes) 

2. Work Time 

A. Mini-Lesson: Creating a Character Analysis: 

Revisiting Mrs. Darling (30 minutes) 

B. Creating a Character Analysis: Looking Closely at 

Wendy or Tinker Bell (25 minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment 

A. Debrief: Recognize Hard  Work and Success with 

Learning  (1 minute) 

4. Homework 

A. Lesson 8 Homework. 

 

• This lesson helps students review and synthesize key teaching points about character from Lessons 5, 6, 

and 7. In this lesson, students do not read a new chapter. Instead they revisit previously read chapters to 

synthesize information about a single character.  

• Review Work Time A deeply and carefully prior to the lesson. It has a fairly complicated sequence. 

• In advance: Prepare the Character Analysis anchor chart (using the example in Supporting Materials). 

Parts 3-5 should be filled in ahead of time as shown on the example but Parts 1 and 2 will be filled in 

with students.  

• IMPORTANT FOR WORK TIME A: At the start of Work Time A, make sure that these parts are 

concealed from students (with the exception of the headings). As this segment of the lesson plays out, 

the information pre-recorded in these parts will be gradually be revealed. This is done to reduce the 

time of Work Time A since writing that much information in front of students would be time 

consuming. The sequence of Work Time A is rather involved. Step-by-step instructions complete with 

scripting is available in the lesson however does not have to be used. What’s crucial is that students see 

strong modeling of a character analysis. This is not an easy thing and students will benefit from seeing 

the sequence of the steps and from hearing the narrative of the thinking behind the work.  

• Text-dependent questions were not part of the lesson work for chapters 4 and 5 but text-dependent 

questions are available in the previous lessons for those chapters. 
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Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

describe, character, analysis, traits, 

motivations, actions, evidence, opinion 

 

As well as various words and phrases 

on Chapter 5 Word Buddy 

• Where/When/Who/What anchor chart (used since Lesson 2) 

• Word Buddy for Chapter 5 (one per student) 

• Students’ Lesson 7 Homework 

• Classic Starts edition of Peter Pan (one per student and one for teacher use) 

• Students’ Peter Pan journals/notebooks (with recording forms from unit 1 lessons) 

• Sticky notes 

• Character Analysis anchor chart (new; teacher-created;  for display and active use in Work Time A) 

• Character Analysis Task Card (to display)  

• Character Analysis recording form (one per student) 

• Lesson 8 Homework (one per student) 
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Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Sharing Lesson 7 Homework (7 minutes)  

• Distribute the Word Buddy document for Chapter 5 to students.  

• Tell students to take their Word Buddy document and their Lesson 7 Homework and sit with their reading partner. Allow 

students a couple of minutes to share the homework with their reading partner, encouraging them to write down words their 

partners found if they do not already have it. They should use the Word Buddy document to clear up any word confusions. 

• Update the Where/When/Who/What anchor chart with the Chapter 5 information if that was not done at the end of 

Lesson 6 or simply present an updated anchor chart to summarize (which will take less time). 

• Review homework ahead of time for 

struggling learners or ELLs. Help 

them select their strongest response 

and rehearse with them in 

preparation for the sharing step. 

A. Unpacking the Learning Targets (5 minutes)  

• Gather students together as a group. Congratulate the students for all the important work and deep thinking they have been 

doing about characters so far in their reading of Classic Starts edition of Peter Pan. Tell them that today they will have the 

opportunity to show all their learning by working in groups to create a character analysis for a character from the book.  

• Review today’s learning targets with students. Discuss the word analysis as the close study of a something, figuring out its 

most important qualities. Connect this to the root word analyze. To analyze something means to examine something 

carefully. Invite students to share what they will be doing today in their own words. 

• Post the Understanding the Main Learning Target to clarify the target and the challenging terms. 

• Using total participation techniques, 

such as cold calling or equity sticks, 

encourages a wider range of voices 

in whole-class shares. 
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Mini-Lesson: Creating a Character Analysis of Mrs. Darling (30 minutes) 

• Students need to sit at desks next to their reading partner with the Peter Pan text and all of their recording forms 

from the unit. Students will also need sticky notes. 

• Remind students of the three aspects of character they have studied so far: traits, actions, and motivations. Tell them that 

today they will be character detectives: investigating one character closely to find his or her traits, motivations, and 

important actions, and collecting evidence to support their thinking. This lesson is a review of their learning about character 

so far. However, by thinking of all three aspects of character at once, they are combining all of their learning to read, think, 

write, and talk about one character in a deeper way.  

• Direct students’ attention to the Character Analysis anchor chart. Tell them that the class will be working together to 

think deeply about Mrs. Darling, specifically her traits, motivations, and actions.  

• Briefly review the meaning of the word trait. Ask students to Think-Pair-Share the following question:  

* “What kind of character is Mrs. Darling? How could we describe her using a character trait word?” 

• After students have had a few minutes to look through the Peter Pan text and recording forms, invite whole class shares. 

Listen for words such as: loving, protective, maternal. Announce that you will use “loving and protective” for Mrs. Darling 

and write it in Part 1, “Character Traits” column of the Character Analysis anchor chart.  

• Tell students that for now, you are going to skip Part 2: Motivations. 

• Remind students how important it is to support their ideas with evidence from the text. Ask the students to Think-Pair-

Share: 

* “What are Mrs. Darling’s actions that support that she is loving and protective? What evidence can we find in the book?” 

• Students should work with their reading partner, looking through the Peter Pan text and recording forms to look for actions 

involving Mrs. Darling. Since five chapters have been read, assign 2-3 partnerships to each chapter to make the searching 

more manageable and to reduce the time needed. Students can use sticky notes to flag evidence and record notes. 

• Using a simple sentence frame for 

the use of evidence will support 

students in connecting their ideas to 

evidence from the text: “I know Mrs. 

Darling is __________ [character 

trait] because he 

_______________ [specific text 

evidence].  

• Using total participation techniques, 

such as cold call or equity sticks, 

encourages a wider range of voices 

in whole class shares. 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Give students a couple of minutes to work with their partner, finding specific places in the text where Mrs. Darling acts in 

ways that exhibit the chosen character traits. Ask students to give a silent signal, such as a thumbs-up, once they have found 

some evidence. Going chapter by chapter, invite whole class shares with at least 4-5 examples. Do this orally (since Part 3 

has been filled in ahead of time).Share the Part 3 section of the anchor chart about actions. Point out that the evidence they 

shared is very similar to what is shown on the anchor chart. Praise students as effective “detectives” for finding the evidence 

they needed. 

• Show the heading only for Part 4 (keeping the pre-recorded evidence concealed for now). Tell students that what a character 

does and what a character says can be used as evidence about their character. 

• Tell students you are going to look for specific evidence, chapter by chapter, of things Mrs. Darling does and says that show 

she is loving and protective to use as evidence to record in Part 4. Model with chapter 1 using think-aloud while looking 

through the book.  

• Allow students to see you skimming through the chapter, softly thinking aloud. Then say: “Here’s an example or Mrs. 

Darling acting loving.” Read on page 4, starting with the third paragraph, “Mrs. Darling had never head of Peter Pan…” 

through to the top of page 5 with the end of the first paragraph, “…something pushed under the bed.” Say: “That shows she is 

loving because she would remove the mean and ugly thoughts in her children’s heads.” Reveal the first two notes in Section 4 

of the anchor chart. 

• Model continued searching in the chapter, softly thinking aloud. Say: “Here on page 7, when Mrs. Darling is talking to 

Wendy she is being protective. Read on page 7, starting with the start of the third paragraph, “Who is this Peter?” through to 

“You know I don’t like you talking to strangers.” Reveal the next note in Section 4 of the anchor chart. 

• Model continued searching in the chapter, softly thinking aloud. Then say: “ I can tell Mrs. Darling is worried about the 

children’s safety on page 8 when she’s talking to Mr. Darling. Read on page 8 with the third paragraph, “I’m worried about 

this Peter person…” to the end of the chapter. Reveal the next note in Section 4 of the anchor chart. 

• Students will now work with their reading partner, looking through chapters 2-5 of Peter Pan text and their recording forms 

to look for evidence related to Mrs. Darling being loving and protective. Assign 3 partnerships to each of the chapters 2-5 to 

make the searching more manageable and to reduce the time needed. Students can use sticky notes to flag evidence and 

record notes. 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Give students a couple of minutes to work with their partner, finding specific places in the text. Ask students to give a silent 

signal, such as a thumbs-up, once they have found some evidence.  

• Going chapter by chapter, invite whole class shares. Do this orally (since Part 4 has been filled in ahead of time). After the 

sharing of each chapter, reveal the notes that were pre-recorded in section 4 of the anchor chart. 

• Finally return to Part 2: Motivations. Ask students to turn and talk about what they feel is Mrs. Darling’s motivation for 

doing the things she did. Discuss and fill in: She loves her children and wants them to be safe. 

 

B. Creating a Character Analysis: Looking Closely at Wendy or Tinker Bell (25 minutes) 

• Display the Character Analysis Task Card to help partnerships stay on point with their work. 

• Distribute the Character Analysis recording form. Tell students that they will now become character detectives with 

their reading partner, looking closely at either Wendy or Tinker Bell. Remind students that, like all good detectives, they 

should be searching in their books and recording forms for the best evidence to support their thinking. 

• Ideally, there will be an even number of partnerships studying Wendy and Tinker Bell, so partnerships can form small 

groups to share their thinking about these two characters in the next lesson. 

• Circulate and support students as they complete the Character Analysis recording forms. 

 

 

 

Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Debrief: Recognize Hard  Work and Success with Learning  (1 minute) 

• Refer back to the lesson’s learning targets. Using the checking for understanding protocol fist-to-five, have students indicate 

their level of perceived success. 

• As is done at the end of games in certain sports, form two lines and have the two lines pass each other, traveling in opposite 

directions, giving a hand touch, and sharing a positive comment such as, “Good job” or “Good work.” 
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Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

• You will need your Peter Pan text. At this point we have read the first five chapter of Classic Starts edition of Peter Pan. 

Review the chapter titles for chapters 2-5. Pick one of these chapters. Think back to the important events of that chapter. 

You may look back in your book. The title of chapter 6 is “Island Come True.” Can you make a prediction from the chapter 

title? 

 

Note: Lesson 9 is the Mid-Unit 1 assessment, in which students will complete a character analysis for the main character, Peter Pan. Review 

today’s activity as a formative assessment, identifying students who may need additional practice or support. If more time is needed for some 

students, consider flip-flopping Lessons 9 and 10. 
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Chapter 5 Word Buddy 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

1. consulting: page 33 

Sentence in the story Meaning of the bold word or phrase 

Wendy remembered what Peter had said, but it 

seemed that even birds carrying street maps 

and consulting them at windy corners couldn’t 

have found Neverland with those directions! 

“consulting” means looking at something to get 

information or figure something out 

Wendy remembered what Peter had said, but it seemed that even birds carrying street maps and 

looking at them for information at windy corners couldn’t have found Neverland with those 

directions! 

 

1. church spires: page 33 

Sentence in the story Meaning of the bold word or phrase 

He led them around in circles, flying past 

church spires and clock towers and any other 

tall object that struck his fancy. 

“church spires” means steeple; a tall, narrow, 

pointy structure 

He led them around in circles, flying past steeples and clock towers and any other tall object that 

struck his fancy. 

 

2. struck his fancy: page 33 

Sentence in the story Meaning of the bold word or phrase 

He led them around in circles, flying past 

church spires and clock towers and any other 

tall object that struck his fancy. 

“struck his fancy” means caught his attention 

He led them around in circles, flying past church spires and clock towers and any other tall object 

that caught his attention. 
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Chapter 5 Word Buddy 

3. eventually: page 36  

Sentence in the story Meaning of the bold word or phrase 

Eventually, the children learned how to fall 

asleep without falling, Peter, however, found 

this boring… 

“eventually” means finally or in the end 

In the end, the children learned how to fall asleep without falling, Peter, however, found this 

boring… 

 

4. gestured: page 36 

Sentence in the story Meaning of the bold word or phrase 

He gestured in the direction the sun was 

shining, like a hundred golden arrows pointing 

to the island. 

“gestured” means signaled or pointed  

He pointed in the direction the sun was shining, like a hundred golden arrows pointing to the 

island. 

 

5. coral reef: page 37 

Sentence in the story Meaning of the bold word or phrase 

“Look, there’s the coral reef and the tiny hut 

and the cave!” cried John. 

“coral reef” is a group of tiny sea animal 

skeletons that form in shallow seas 

“Look, there’s the group of tiny sea animal skeletons and the tiny hut and the cave!” cried 

John. 

 

6. lagoon: page 37 

Sentence in the story Meaning of the bold word or phrase 

“And there’s the hunchbacked little old lady…” 

Michael added. “And my flamingo with the 

flying lagoons!” 

“lagoons” means a shallow body of salt water by 

a sea 

“And there’s the hunchbacked little old lady…” Michael added. “And my flamingo with the flying 

shallow bodies of salt water!” 
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Chapter 5 Word Buddy 

7. hunchbacked: page 37 

Sentence in the story Meaning of the bold word or phrase 

“And there’s the hunchbacked little old lady 

and the turtles laying their eggs and the sewing 

gnomes!” Michael added. 

“hunchbacked” means having a hump on the 

back 

“And there’s the little old lady with a hump on her back and the turtles laying their eggs and 

the sewing gnomes!” Michael added. 

 

8. gnomes: page 37 

Sentence in the story Meaning of the bold word or phrase 

“And there’s the hunchbacked little old lady and 

the turtles laying their eggs and the sewing 

gnomes!” Michael added. 

“gnomes” are short bearded fairy tales creatures 

that live in the earth guarding treasure 

“And there’s the hunchbacked little old lady and the turtles laying their eggs and the short 

bearded fairy tale creatures sewing!” Michael added. 

 

9. huddling: page 38 

Sentence in the story Meaning of the bold word or phrase 

Huddling close to Peter, they flew so low now 

that their toes occasionally brushed the ocean. 

“huddling” means gathering or crowding 

Gathering close to Peter, they flew so low now that their toes occasionally brushed the ocean. 

 

10. “for Peter’s benefit”: page 39 

Sentence in the story Meaning of the bold word or phrase 

“Don’t think that this changes anything between 

us,” the still-jealous Tink clinked, if only for 

Peter’s benefit. 

“for Peter’s benefit” means “for Peter’s sake” or 

“for Peter’s good” 

“Don’t think that this changes anything between us,” the still-jealous Tink clinked, if only for 

Peter’s sake. 
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Chapter 5 Word Buddy 

 

11. “rid herself”: page 40 

Sentence in the story Meaning of the bold word or phrase 

Seeing a chance to rid herself of Wendy, Tink 

gestured for the girl to follow her. 

“rid herself” means “get rid of” or “be apart 

from” 

Seeing a chance to get rid of Wendy, Tink gestured for the girl to follow her. 
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Understanding the Learning Target 

 

 

Learning Target: 

I can describe a character from Peter Pan by creating a 

character analysis.  

 

What is a character analysis?  

It’s a close study of a character by figuring out its most important 

qualities. 

 

How do you do an analysis about a character?  

You examine the character very carefully and completely. 
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Character Analysis Task Card 

 

You are going to be creating: a character analysis  

 

So you will: closely study one character  

 

To do that you will think about:  

 the character’s most important qualities 

 the actions of the character 

 the motivations of the character’s actions 

 how the character moves the story forward 
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 Character Analysis Anchor Chart 
 
Character Name:   Mrs. Darling 
 
 

Part 1: What is a character trait that accurately describes this character?  

 
Loving and protective 
 
 

Part 2: What are the motivations of this character so far in the story? 

 

Mrs. Darling loves her children and wants them to be safe. 

 

Part 3: What are the important actions that this character has taken so far in the story that move 

the story forward?   **Make sure to record the page number. 

 

Has a nanny for her children (p.2) 

 

Tells Wendy to not talk to strangers (p.7) 

 

Tells  Mr. Darling about Peter (p.8) 

  

Confronts Peter in the nursery (p.12) 

 

Begs for Nana to be allowed to guard the children (p.14) 

 

Leaves night lights for her children  (p.15) 

 

Races home after being warned by Nana (p.29) 

 

Horrified to see children fly away with Peter (p.32) 
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Part 4: What is the evidence from the text?  **Make sure to record the page number. 

She would “lay out and lovingly smooth” the sweet things in her childrens’ minds for them to 

“slip on first thing in the morning. (pp.4-5) 
 

She would “shake out” and “hide” her children’s ugly or mean thoughts. (pp.4-5) 
 

To Wendy: “You know I don’t like you talking to strangers.” (p.7) 
 

To Mr. Darling:  “I’m worried about this Peter person.” (p.8) 
 

She becomes alarmed to hear Wendy talk about Peter coming to the nursery when the children 

are alone (pp.10-11) 
 

Has a bad dream that warns her of danger to her children from Peter (p.11) 
 

Confronts Peter in the nursery which makes him leave (p.12) 
 

To Mr. Darling: “…remember what I told you about that boy. What if he comes back and Nana’s 

not here to guard the children?” (p.14) 
 

To Michael: “That’s right,” she says soothingly. “Night lights are the eyes a mother leaves 

behind at night to watch over her babies.” (p.15) 

 

Part 5: Now that you have looked closely at the traits, motivations, and actions of this character, 

describe how this character is important to the story Peter Pan? Use evidence to support your 

thinking. 

Mrs. Darling is important to the story because she is loving and maternal. She is a good mother 

to Wendy, John, and Michael, always looking out for her children’s safety and well-being. She 

has Nana to help her look after the children. She looks out for her children by using Nana as a 

nanny. She tells Wendy not to talk to strangers. She shares her worries with her husband, Mr. 

Darling. After having a dream about Peter Pan, she realizes her children are in danger and runs 

to the children’s nursery, discovering Peter Pan. She wants him gone and her scream startles 

him and he leaves. Nana is with her and nips off Peter’s shadow. She leaves night lights on for 

each of her children at night. 
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Character Analysis Recording Form 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 
Character Name: __________________________________ 
 
 

Part 1: What is a character trait that accurately describes this character?  

 

 
 

Part 2: What are the motivations of this character so far in the story? 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Part 3: What are the important actions that this character has taken so far in the story that move the 

story forward?   **Make sure to record the page number. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Character Analysis Recording Form 
 

 

Part 4: What is the evidence from the text?  **Make sure to record the page number. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Character Analysis Recording Form 
 

Part 5: Now that you have looked closely at the traits, motivations, and actions of this 

character, describe how this character is important to the story Peter Pan? Use 

evidence to support your thinking. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 8 Homework 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

You will need your Peter Pan text. At this point we have read the first five chapter of 

Classic Starts edition of Peter Pan. Review the chapter titles for chapters 2-5: 

Chapter 2 – Now, Peter! Now! 

Chapter 3 – Acorn Kisses and Jealous Fairies 

Chapter 4 – The Birds Leave the Nest 

Chapter 5 – The Long Flight 

 

Pick one of these chapters. Think back to the important events of that chapter. You may 

look back in your book. 
 

What makes this a good title for the chapter? 
 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

The title of chapter 6 is “Island Come True.” Can you make a prediction from the 

chapter title? 
 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 


